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The thesis stems from the unanswerable questions that the numerous of people 
with lofty ideas   hammer in questioning and exploring for more than 100 years: 
China, with a glorious history of civilization for thousands of years, is hard to 
accomplish her political modernization, but why?  When Chinese contemporary 
political development can be on its own way, and evolve into its modern democratic 
political restructure? Social capital is a broadly inclusive analyzing concept and 
theoretical paradigm which is widely used by social science scholars. On the basis of 
different attributes of social capital in the view of the political perspective, this paper 
constructs theoretical framework of social capital, that is to say that the social capital 
is parsed into three parts: the cultural and social capital - a series of political attitudes 
and values reflected by the trust of citizens; organizational social capital - voluntary 
organizations and community formed through intensive social interaction by social 
organizations members; system of social capital - including customs, social norms, 
formal institutions and informal system. Using this theoretical framework to analyze 
political problems and difficulties during the development of contemporary Chinese, 
and then explore solutions to this problem and the path of reform is the innovation of 
this paper. 
Within political development of modern Chinese history for nearly a hundred 
years since the Opium War, China has experienced unprecedented turmoil and disaster, 
tried a variety of changes to improve and strengthen the country road from revolution, 
but failed to achieve a modern political transformation. From the perspective of social 
capital, this paper summarizes the roots of the modern Chinese political 
modernization dilemma: traditional social capital formed in the long history since the 
Qin and Han dynasties- cultural and social capital with Confucian culture as the core, 
poor organization social capital like a mess, system social capital with the centralized 
authoritarian system as the basic framework, are totally incompatible with open and 
democratic society and the modern political system, traditional social capital restricts 
the forwarding pace of the old empire, leading to the modern China's political 
development road hard and rough.. 














development through reform and opening up after experiencing major setbacks such 
as radical social movements, but with the constraints of existing social capital, the 
development of Chinese contemporary political dilemma steps into dilemma. 
Contemporary Chinese cultural social capital still exists a number of factors 
conflicting with era development, such as the concept of conservative political culture, 
social trust crisis, the lower the quality of citizens, etc.; organization social capital, 
although having great progress compared with that before reform and opening up, but 
the autonomy of civil society is still weak, the social structure of the organization, 
competence and the entire ecosystem of association still have series defects; system 
social capital also has fundamental flaws, such as the rule of law still in need of being 
improved, "the abuse of power" and other unspoken rule prevailed, leading to a sharp 
social conflicts and frequent mass incidents. Facing with complex social and political 
situation, China urgently needs to rebuild the social consensus through reshape civil 
society, the reconstruction of the social system to invest in and nurture social capital 
to promote the transformation and development of China's democratic politics. 
In brief, contemporary China is transformed from a grand unification fully 
controlled by a general pattern power, social capital development has been inadequate, 
which is the fundamental reasons of current Chinese political reform hesitance as well 
as difficult journey through 160 years of political modernization and transformation. 
Facing with today's complexity and risk of the socio-economic plight of the 
environment and national governance, strengthened overall power has been proven 
not feasible. Only by nurturing and rebuilding the social capital consisting of the 
cultural and social capital, organizational and institutional social capital, can the 
strong state power supervision and support be established, so as to promote the 
establishment and improvement of constitutional democracy. Social reconstruction, 
investment and fostering social capital are an important choice to realize China's 
political development. 
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